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JUNE 7

ST PAUL, MARTYR, BISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE

(A.D. 350)

[From St Athanasius, Ep. ad Solitar., &c.   Socrates, Sozomen, &c.   See Tiliem. t vii  p  251
Baert, the Bollandist, t. ii. 2 Junii, p. 13.]

ST PAUL was a native of Thessalonica, but deacon of the church of
Constantinople in 340 when the bishop Alexander, lying on his death-
bed, recommended him for his successor. He was accordingly chosen,
and being a great master in the art of speaking and exceeding zealous in
the defence of the Catholic faith, he was a terror to the Arians. Macedonius,
who was passionately in love with that dignity, and supported by a powerful
faction of the heretics, spread abroad many calumnies against the new
bishop. But the accusation being destitute of probability, he was obliged
to drop the charge; and he so well acted the part of hypocrite that he
was soon after ordained priest by St Paul.1 However, Eusebius of
Nicomedia, who was the ringleader of the Arians and had been already
translated from the see of Berytus to that of Nicomedia, against the canons,
began to cast his ambitious eye on that of Constantinople, revived the old
slanders and impeached Paul falsely, alleging that he had led a disorderly
life before his consecration; and, secondly, that he ought not to have been
chosen bishop without the consent of the two neighbouring metropolitans
of Heraclea and Nicomedia. The election of Paul had happened during
the absence of Constantius. This was made a third article of the impeach-
ment; and the two former having been easily confuted, this was so much
exaggerated to that prince as a contempt of his imperial dignity that
St Paul was unjustly deposed by an assembly of Arian prelates and the
ambitious Eusebius placed in his see in 340. Our saint, seeing himself
rendered useless to his flock whilst Arianism reigned triumphant in the
East under the protection of Constantius, took shelter in the West in the
dominions of Constans. He was graciously received by that prince and
by St Maximinus at Triers, and after a short stay in that city went to
Rome, where he found St Athanasius, and assisted at the council held
by Pope Julius in 341 of about eighty bishops, in the church in
which, as St Athanasius informs us, the priest Vito was accustomed
to hold assemblies of the people; that is, was priest of that parish.
This is that Vito who, with Vincent and Osius, was legate of St Sylvester
in the Council of Nice. By this synod St Athanasius, Marcellus of
Ancyra, and St Paul were ordered to be restored to their respective
sees. And Pope Julius, as Socrates and Sozomen relate, by virtue
of his authority in the church, sent them back with letters to the

1 Socr. lib. ii. c. 6; Sozom. lib. iii. c. 4; St Athan. ad SoEtar. p. 813.